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“Because we know them and trust them, we will take their advice.” 

- Focus Group Participant, speaking about WMKKNC staff 
By Stacie Bradford 

 

 

 

The Mental Health Services Act (MHSA) emphasizes the importance of consumer-directed ser-
vices provided in community settings.  To successfully implement the MHSA, BHRS is partnering with 
organizations that are not just in the community, but of the community.  The West Modesto King     Ken-
nedy Neighborhood Collaborative is an organization of the community, staffed by people from the com-
munity who have long-standing relationships with their neighbors.  At the Collaborative, we build on our 
one-to-one relationships with community members and local agency staff to build genuine understanding 
about the struggles, priorities, and solutions expressed by our diverse residents. 

   
 Historically underserved, folks in West Modesto have consistently expressed their hopes for ex-
panded, community-based mental health services.  Input was first gathered in 1991 through the Stanislaus 
County Minority Health Coalition community survey.  When the Collaborative was formalized in 1996, 
we responded to these voices of our community and worked to increase linguistically appropriate services 
in the community.  In 2001, with the opening of the Paradise Medical Offices, a mental health services 
advisory group brought Collaborative and other community members to the table to help shape services.  
Now, thanks to the MHSA, our staff time is shifting from helping consumers navigate cumbersome sys-
tems outside the neighborhood, to engaging them in designing local supports and services that are cultur-
ally relevant and effective in helping them along the road to recovery and wellness. 

 

“The Collaborative has removed much of the stigma of seeking mental health services.” 
- Focus Group Participant �
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s fLo�Z@bGtvuB_gwx\yZ(brY!`�z{\|Yy`}b h~q/\ydc��ia��\p_����)bE� wlz�q����s fLo�Z@bGtvuB_gwx\yZ(brY!`�z{\|Yy`}b h~q/\ydc��ia��\p_����)bE� wlz�q����s fLo�Z@bGtvuB_gwx\yZ(brY!`�z{\|Yy`}b h~q/\ydc��ia��\p_����)bE� wlz�q����s fLo�Z@bGtvuB_gwx\yZ(brY!`�z{\|Yy`}b h~q/\ydc��ia��\p_����)bE� wlz�q����
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MHSA Implementation Study:  
Phases I, II & III 
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Form Completion: 
In order for MHSA forms to go through the Teleform system and be 
ready for transfer to the State in a timely manner, each applicable 
question must be answered.  This reduces the number of clarifica-
tion requests generated to the programs and the Teleforms opera-
tor, thus preventing from having to make adjustments and phone 
calls to staff.  Call Performance Measurement if you have questions.  

El Concilio 
By Marcos Gallardo, MSW 

 

Hola y felíz diciembre.   Just a little note on El Concilio’s Latino Be-
havioral Health and Recovery Services (LBHRS) and our progress 
in Stanislaus County.  LBHRS continues to collaborate with different 
agencies throughout the outskirts of the county as well as in the City 
of Modesto.  LBHRS continues to provide presentations to the com-
munity utilizing the Promotores method of educating the community 
about behavioral health and recovery services.  We have been suc-
cessful in attaining our goal and look forward to furthering our mis-
sion.   
 

Stanislaus County Behavioral Health and Recovery Services 
(BHRS) and the community have generally welcomed us with open 
arms and often want to work with us.  These collaborative partner-
ships have given us the opportunity to establish support groups in 
various sites in the county.   
 

A Women’s Depression Group was also established in collaboration 
with Health Net Services in Modesto but has been suspended until 
January 2008.  All groups are open with the exception of groups 
being held at PACE.  Referrals are welcome and you may refer 
clients by calling Marcos N. Gallardo, MSW or Ana Perez, MSW at 
338-5715.   
 

LBHRS was also given the opportunity to work with the Gay Lesbian 
Bi-sexual Transgender (GLBT) population in collaboration with 
Stanislaus County PRIDE Resource Center.  The Board of Directors 
unanimously approved our proposal to establish two support 
groups, one in English and one in Spanish.  Plans are currently 
being discussed.       
 

On top of everything else, December is a busy month for nosotros.  
On December 1, the Mexican Consulate visited El Concilio, as they 
do every year to help the Latino community with their matrículas and 
other immigration documents.  People began lining up at 3 a.m. and 
the last person left around 12:30 a.m. the next day.  It was another 
successful event for the Mexican Consulate and us.  But we were 
muy cansados!   Felíz Navidad y Próspero Año Nuevo.��


